
 The luncheon was attended by partner 
agencies, ofýcials from Franklin County and 
the Town of Rocky Mount, members of our 
corporate and business community and ofý-
cials from the Virginia Association of Com-
munity Action Programs (VACAP) and the 
Ofýce of Community Services in Richmond. 

	 The Reverend Christine Ziglar was 
Mistress of Ceremonies while Dr. Jennifer 
Braaten, President of Ferrum College and 
Dr. Lee King, STEPôs President of the Board 
of Directors made opening remarks. The 
keynote speaker was Commissioner Antho-
ny Conyers with the Virginia Department of 
Social Services. Delegate Allen Dudley made 
a special presentation presenting a plaque 
to Mr. Jon Morris, STEP Executive Direc-
tor, commemorating the special occasion. 
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Pictured above is Commissioner Conyers. 

Homeless  Intervention Program Offered

	 In July of 2006, STEP began offering the ser-
vices of a new program called the Homeless Interven-
tion Program (HIP). HIP is funded through the Housing 
and Homeless Assistance Unit of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).

	 The primary purpose of this program is to provide 
time-limited assistance and housing counseling services 
to low-income individuals and families at-risk of losing 
their home. Approved clients must be in a temporary and 
unavoidable ýnancial crisis outside of their control. 
Clients must also have clearly demonstrated that they were 
self-sufýcient prior to their current ýnancial crisis and have 
the capacity to be self-sufýcient after receiving assistance.

	 ñThis program provides a much needed service 
to the residents of our service area. It will help enable 
qualiýed homeowners who are in jeopardy of losing 
their homes to keep themò said Ms. Joni Tables, STEPôs 
Supportive Services Director. HIP services are provided 
to qualiýed individuals and families residing in Frank-
lin County, Patrick County, Henry County, Pittsylvania 
County and in the cities of Danville and Martinsville. 
If you or someone you know could beneýt from HIP 
assistance, contact HIP Coordinator Ms. Brandy Dudley 
at (540) 483-5142, extension 3027.

Pictured to the right
 is HIP Coordinator 
Ms. Brandy Dudley.

STEP Locations  

   Corporate Ofýce 		  Patrick County Ofýce   
   200 Dent Street		  109 Buena Vista Avenue
   Rocky Mount, VA 24151    	PO Box 1402  
   (540) 483-5142 		  Stuart, VA 24171   
				    (276) 694-2239 

Head Start Locations  
   Franklin County       	 Patrick County 
   öBurnt Chimney Elem.        öArarat
   öDent Street                        	öBuena Vista Ave.
   öLee M. Waid Elem.           	öPatrick Springs Elem.
   öSontag Elem.

   LIFES Academy  		  Patrick County Housing
   1696 Franklin Street 	 109 West Blue Ridge         
   Rocky Mount, VA 24151 	 Stuart, VA 24171
   (540) 483-0086   		  (276) 694-6228

VACARES Locations
   Franklin County          	 Martinsville
   270 S. Main St. 	         	 51 East Church St.
   Rocky Mount, VA 24151   	 Martinsville, VA 24112
   (540) 489-0800                  	 (276) 638-8311

	

 

STEP, Celebrates 40th Anniversary
 
	 Support to Eliminate Poverty (STEP), 
Inc. celebrated its 40th Anniversary with a 
Luncheon at Ferrum College on September 
21st. It was May in 1966, that local concerned 
leaders in our community took advantage of 
the Equal Opportunity Act of 1966 to establish a 
Community Action Agency.

	 Franklin County Community Action 
(FCCA) was chartered in May of that year as 
the ofýcial anti-poverty agency for Franklin 
County. Some of the early programs FCCA 
provided were Youth Employment Training, 
Adult Education and a Clothes Closet. In 1990,        
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The Board of Directors   
voted to change the name  
to Support to Eliminate 
Poverty (STEP), Incor-
porated to coincide with 
our designation to begin 
serving Patrick County.
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For 40 years, STEP, Inc., has been at the 
forefront assisting the less fortunate citi-
zens in our community while providing 
them opportunities they can not  receive 
elsewhere. Through the years STEP, Inc., 
has introduced and developed many inno-
vative and results-oriented programs and 
services that have truly made a difference 
in the lives of the  thousands of children, 
families, individuals and the elderly we 
have assisted and in the future of those 
we presently serve. If you would like to 
assist in our efforts and help make a dif-
ference in our community please make 
your tax deductible contribution today. 
Your gift may be eligible for Neighbor-
hood Assistance Program tax credits. To 
ýnd out more about the tax credits please 
contact Mrs. Terry Bridges, Finance 
Director, at (540) 483-5142, ext. 3006.




